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THE “INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION. .. 9 9 
The I.A.F.W.A. is composed of agencies, organizations and individuals 
engaged in the conservation of fish and wildlife resources in Canada. Mex- 
ico and the United States. Its objectives are to cultivate friendly relations 
and mutual understanding among officials engaged in natural resources 
conservation and to coordinate the programs they administer; to promote 
public understanding and appreciation of the importance of conserving 
natural resources; and to encourage the rational management of fish and 
wildlife resources. 
Governmental memberships are open to states, provincial, com- 
monwealth, and federal agencies responsible for administration of fish and 
jkildlife and its habitat. Only governmental members enjoy voting 
privileges. Associate and life memberships are open to present and former 
officials or employees of wildlife conservation agencies or organizations. 
Nongovernmental organizations and corporations, and individuals, may 
support the work of the Association as contributing members. Member- 
ships are also available for related regional associations and for affiliated 
professional organizations. 
The Association holds meetings, publishes its proceedings, a newsletter, 
and reports on issues of immediate or special concern. Through its commit- 
tees, representation in Washington, and participation in study commis- 
sions, the Association brings its expertise and prestige to bear in behalf of 
needed advances and reforms in fish and wildlife management at both the 
state and national levels. Its concerns include related problems and pro- 
grams in Canada and Mexico. It represents the interests of its membership 
in sound wildlife conservation before congressional committees and ex- 
ecutive departments, and in judicial proceedings. 
The Association’s annual meeting is held every year usually during the 
second week of September. A spring meeting is held in conjunction with the 
North American Wildlife and Natural Resources Conference. Sessions 
cover current fish and wildlife conservation policy issues. The joint 
meetings promote exchanges of ideas and philosophy between ad- 
ministrators and the professional fish and wildlife biologists, managers, and 
technical workers in related fields. 
Organized on July 20, 1902, at a meeting of state wardens and officials at 
Yellowstone National Park, the Association has played a major role in the 
evolution of national conservation affairs. Its officers and members have 
included many of the nation’s conservation leaders. It annually bestows the 
^eth Gordon Award to an individual who has contributed significantly to 
*he administration of fish and wildlife and related programs. 
RESOLUTIONS 
Adopted by the 
International Association of 
Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
at its 
69th Annual Convention 
West Yellowstone, Montana, September 12, 1979 
1. State Marine Recreational Fishing Licenses 
2. Draining and Filling of Wetlands 
3. Full Funding for the Commercial Fisheries Research and 
Development Federal Grant Program (PL 88-309) 
4. Legislation to Amend Wild Horses and Burros Act 
5. Amendment to the Proposed Reclamation Reform Act 
6. Farmland Wildlife Restoration 
7. Clearance of Drugs and Chemicals for Aquacultural Use 
8. Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Wild Animals 
9. IUCN Report on Migratory Wild Animal Convention 
10. Amend the Federal Aid in Sport Fish Restoration Act 
11. Amendment to the Relocation Act 
12. Tax Deductible Contributions 
13. Trapper Education Programs 
14. Federal Nongame Fish and Wildlife Conservation Act 
15. Multiple Use Water Planning 
16. Extension of the Pacific Fur Seal Convention 
17. Protocol on Migratory Bird Treaty 
18. Transfers of Public Lands to the States 
19. Use of Listing Criteria for Evaluation of CITES Appendix 
H Species and Definition of Role in the Ecosystem 
20. Fire Management Policy 
21. Change in Classification of Experimental Threatened and 
Endangered Populations 
22. Acid Precipitation 
23. Management of Marine Mammals by the States 
24. Alaska National Interest Lands 
25. Extraordinary Claims of Alaska Natives 
26. Appreciation to Montana 
International Association of 
Fish and Wildlife Agencies 
1412 16th Street, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
Resolution No. 1 
State Marine Recreational Fishing Licenses 
WHEREAS, an estimated 21 million anglers in the estuarine and coastal 
waters of the United States catch about 1.2 billion pounds of edible fin- 
fish annually, with a total economic value of over $3.9 billion and a service 
industry employing over 241,000 people, all growing at a rate of about 
5% per year; and 
WHEREAS, concern is growing over the possible depletion of valuable 
resources, and equitable allocations of yield are a growing necessity; and 
WHEREAS, not enough is known about the needs, habits, population 
status, and harvest rates of most coastal and oceanic game fishes to allow 
their management with confidence by coastal state administrators or the 
eight Regional Fishery Management Councils; and 
WHEREAS, the states, despite modest financial assistance from several 
federal programs, have insufficient income for marine recreational fishing 
studies, coastal fishery management efforts, estuarine and shoreline) 
habitat protection, prevention of marine pollution, and construction of 
fishing facilities, and are unable to obtain more financing because of lack 
of documenting data on paid license holders and/or lack of license income; 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the International 
Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies hereby urges all coastal states 
to develop and refine licensing requirements for sport fishermen in 
estuarine and coastal waters under state Jurisdiction, retaining all possible 
comparability and reciprocity with adjacent states and devoting the result- 
ing license data and income to the study and improvement of salt water 
angling. 
Resolution No. 2 
Draining and Filling of Wetlands 
WHEREAS, fresh and saltwater wetlands provide unique and critically 
important habitat for many species of birds, mammals, fish, and shell- 
fish and reptiles; 
WHEREAS, these wetlands and the species of fish and wildlife de- 
pendent on them provide millions of days of recreation annually for 
hunters, fishermen, trappers, clam-diggers, bird-watchers, and naturalists; 
and 
WHEREAS, maintenance of coastal wetlands is essential for the con- 
servation of valuable commercial finfish and shellfish; and 
WHEREAS, naturally functioning wetlands are valuable in assimilating 
airborne and waterborne pollutants at little cost to society; and 
WHEREAS, freshwater wetlands help to replenish groundwater supplies 
and help to provide natural protection from floods; and 
WHEREAS, more than half of the wetlands existing two centuries 
ago in the United States have been drained or filled; and 
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